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INFORMATION PAPER 
 
SUBJECT:  Field Training Exercises (FTX) and Finances 
 
 
1. PURPOSE.  To inform commands about the impact on pay and entitlements during FTXs in 
excess of 30 days. 
 
2. BOTTOM LINE.  Soldiers are entitled to Family Separation Allowance (FSA) for FTXs 
exceeding 30 consecutive days in length and should be compensated accordingly.  Likewise, 
soldiers receiving Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS) must pay for rations provided by the 
government during all FTXs. 
 
3. DISCUSSION. 
 
 a.  Historically, some units have been cautious about submitting documentation to support 
payment to soldiers for FSA when soldiers have been separated from dependents due to FTXs.  
Department of Defense Financial Management Regulation (DoDFMR) 7A, Military Pay Policy 
and Procedures Active Duty and Reserve Pay, chapter 27, paragraph 270302 states “Otherwise 
qualified members of a unit are entitled to FSA-T when the unit is ordered on an exercise for 
more than 30 days.”  The entitlement is payable in a monthly amount of $100 (prorated on a 30-
day month). 
 
 b.  There are units that do not submit rosters to the servicing finance offices for meal 
collections when soldiers are receiving BAS.  DoDFMR 7A, chapter 25, paragraph 250501 states 
“Any member receiving a full BAS type must pay for all meals and rations that he or she 
receives from, or on behalf of, the government.”  This applies to all soldiers “On field duty or 
temporary field assignment.”  Paragraph 250501E states “Members being subsisted on behalf of 
the government, where no other means of collection exists, should have collection for meals 
made through their pay account at the appropriate rate.”  Interim day meals are collected at $6.60 
a day (first and last day at $1.30). 
 
 c.  The entitlement to FSA is submitted on DD Form 1561, Statement to Substantiate 
Payment of Family Separation Allowance.  A roster attached to DD Form 1561 eliminates the 
need to submit individual statements.  A Certifying Officer (which must be maintained on record 
at the finance office using DD Form 577, Signature Card) must certify statements. 
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